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Scotts Spreader Settings

scotts spreader settings are essential for achieving a pristine lawn, ensuring that your
fertilizer, seed, or lawn treatment is applied accurately and efficiently. Whether you’re a
seasoned gardener or a weekend enthusiast, understanding how to properly adjust your
Scotts spreader can make a significant difference in the health and appearance of your
yard. Proper settings help prevent over-application, which can lead to lawn damage, and
under-application, which can result in uneven growth and missed nutrients. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the different types of Scotts spreaders, how to
determine the correct settings, and tips for maintaining optimal performance.

Understanding Scotts Spreader Types

Before diving into settings, it’s important to identify which type of Scotts spreader you
own. The brand offers several models, each with unique features and adjustment
mechanisms.

Scott’s Broadcast Spreaders

These are large, handheld or wheeled spreaders designed for covering expansive areas
quickly. They typically have a dial or slide control to adjust the spread width and rate.

Scott’s Drop Spreaders

Drop spreaders release material directly beneath the hopper, providing precise, square
coverage. They are ideal for edging and detailed work, with adjustable settings usually
located on the hopper or handle.

Scott’s Handheld Spreaders

Small, portable, and suitable for small lawns, these spreaders often have simple settings
or dials to control application rate.

How to Determine the Correct Spreader Settings

Getting the right setting depends on several factors, including the product being used,
the desired application rate, and the specific spreader model.

Consult the Product Label

Most lawn care products come with specific application instructions, including
recommended spreader settings. Always read the label carefully, as it will specify the
appropriate setting for optimal results.



Use the Spread Rate Chart

Many Scotts products include a spread rate chart, which correlates the application rate
with the spreader setting. This is a valuable tool for precise application.

Test on a Small Area

Before treating the entire lawn, perform a test on a small, discrete area:

Set your spreader to the recommended setting.1.
Apply a small amount of product.2.
Inspect the coverage to ensure it’s even and at the desired rate.3.

Adjust the setting as needed based on the test results.

General Guidelines for Scotts Spreader Settings

While specific settings vary depending on the product and spreader model, some
general guidelines can help you get started.

Fertilizer Application

- Light feeding: Use a setting around 3-4 on broadcast spreaders. - Heavy feeding or
overseeding: Settings may range from 5-8. - Always refer to the product label for exact
recommendations.

Seed Spreading

- Use a lower setting, typically between 2-4, to prevent over-seeding. - For larger seed
quantities or dense coverage, increase the setting accordingly.

Lawn Treatments and Lime

- Lime and other soil amendments often require higher settings, around 5-10, depending
on the product and spreader type.

Adjusting Your Scotts Spreader for Optimal Results

Proper adjustment is critical for even application. Follow these steps to fine-tune your
spreader:

Refer to the product label for initial settings.1.
Set your spreader according to the recommended number or slide position.2.
Perform a test run on a small section of your lawn.3.
Inspect the coverage and adjust the setting if necessary.4.
Re-calibrate periodically, especially if you change products or lawn conditions.5.
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Maintaining and Calibrating Your Scotts Spreader

Regular maintenance ensures your spreader remains accurate and functional over time.

Cleaning After Use

- Remove any residual fertilizer or seed. - Wash the hopper and wheels with a garden
hose. - Dry thoroughly to prevent rust or corrosion.

Calibrating Your Spreader

Calibration guarantees the spreader applies the product at the intended rate:

Fill the hopper with a measured amount of material.1.
Spread over a known area (e.g., 100 square feet).2.
Measure the amount used and compare it to the recommended rate.3.
Adjust the setting accordingly and repeat for accuracy.4.

Common Troubleshooting Tips

Even with proper settings, issues can occur. Here are some tips to troubleshoot common
problems:

Uneven Coverage

- Ensure the spreader is properly calibrated. - Walk at a consistent pace. - Avoid
overlapping passes excessively.

Over-application

- Reduce the spreader setting. - Use smaller sections and apply more slowly.

Clogging or Material Jamming

- Clean the spreader regularly. - Avoid applying when the product is damp or moist. -
Use a finer or properly mixed product.

Final Tips for Using Scotts Spreader Settings Effectively

- Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions and product labels. - Test settings before
full application. - Adjust for lawn conditions such as wind, slope, and soil moisture. -
Store your spreader in a dry, accessible location. - Recalibrate periodically to maintain
accuracy. By understanding your Scotts spreader’s features, properly determining and
adjusting settings, and maintaining your equipment, you can achieve a lush, healthy
lawn. Proper application not only enhances the aesthetic appeal but also promotes grass



vitality and reduces waste and environmental impact. With these guidelines, you’re well-
equipped to optimize your lawn care routine using Scotts spreader settings.

Scotts Spreader Settings: The Complete Guide to Achieving Perfect Lawn Coverage

Introduction

Scotts spreader settings are an essential component for anyone serious about
maintaining a lush, healthy lawn. Whether you're applying fertilizer, grass seed, or lawn
treatments, the correct spreader setting ensures even distribution, optimal
effectiveness, and cost efficiency. Misadjusted settings can lead to uneven application,
wasted product, or even damage to your turf. This comprehensive guide delves into the
nuances of Scotts spreader settings, helping you understand how to calibrate your
spreader accurately and achieve professional-quality results.

Understanding Scotts Spreader Types and Their Significance

Before diving into specific settings, it's crucial to recognize that Scotts manufactures
different types of spreaders, each with unique features and adjustment mechanisms. The
most common models include:

Scotts Turf Builder EdgeGuard Mini Broadcast Spreader1.
Scotts Turf Builder EdgeGuard DLX Broadcast Spreader2.
Scotts Handheld Spreader3.
Scotts Drop Spreader4.

Each model has different calibration procedures and recommended settings for various
products. Knowing your spreader type is the first step toward precise application.

The Importance of Proper Calibration

Calibration is the process of adjusting your spreader to dispense the correct amount of
product over a given area. Proper calibration ensures:

Even coverage: No patches are over- or under-treated.1.
Cost savings: Prevents overuse of expensive products.2.
Healthy lawn: Avoids burns or deficiencies caused by improper application.3.

Calibration involves determining the appropriate setting based on your spreader's
model, the product being used, and the target application rate.

How to Find the Correct Scotts Spreader Settings

Scotts provides manufacturer-recommended settings tailored for specific products and
application rates. Here’s how to find and apply these settings:

Consult the Product Label or Instructions1.

Most Scotts products include recommended spreader settings on the label or
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instructions. These settings are often specified as a number or a letter corresponding to
a particular setting on your spreader.

Use the Scotts Spreader Setting Guide1.

Scotts offers comprehensive setting guides available online and in product packaging.
These guides map products to spreader models and settings, simplifying calibration.

Perform a Test Run1.

Even with recommended settings, it's wise to perform a test over a small, controlled
area to verify the coverage. Adjust the setting if needed based on test results.

Step-by-Step Calibration Process

To ensure accurate application, follow these detailed steps:

Materials Needed:

Scotts spreader1.
Calibration container or a marked tarp2.
Ruler or measuring tape3.
The lawn product to be applied4.
Protective gear (gloves, mask)5.

Procedure:

Read the Product Label: Identify the recommended spreader setting.1.

Set Your Spreaders Accordingly: Adjust the setting on your Scotts spreader as per the1.
guide.

Perform a Test Run:1.

Fill the spreader with the product.1.
Mark off a 10-foot by 10-foot area or a similar manageable section.2.
Spread the product over this test area with your calibrated setting.3.

Measure the Application:1.

Collect any leftover product or use a measuring container to catch the expelled1.
product.
Weigh or measure the amount applied over the test area.2.

Calculate the Application Rate:1.

Determine how much product was applied per square foot.1.
Compare this to the recommended application rate specified on the product label.2.

Adjust the Setting if Necessary:1.



If the amount applied is too high, decrease the setting.1.
If too low, increase the setting.2.
Repeat the test until the application rate matches the recommendation.3.

Specific Scotts Spreader Settings for Common Products

While settings may vary based on specific lawn conditions and product formulations,
here are some general guidelines for popular Scotts products:

Fertilizers

| Product | Spreader Model | Recommended Setting | Notes |

|||||

| Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Food | EdgeGuard DLX | 4-6 | Adjust based on test
calibration. |

| Scotts Turf Builder Starter Food for New Grass | EdgeGuard Mini | 4 | Use lower
setting for delicate lawns. |

| Scotts Southern Turf Builder | Drop Spreader | 3-4 | For heavy feeders, increase
slightly. |

Grass Seed

| Product | Spreader Model | Recommended Setting | Notes |

|||||

| Scotts Turf Builder Grass Seed | EdgeGuard DLX | 4-6 | Calibrate for even seed
distribution. |

| Scotts PatchMaster | Handheld Spreader | 3-4 | Adjust based on seed size. |

Lawn Treatments (e.g., weed control, soil amendments)

| Product | Spreader Model | Recommended Setting | Notes |

|||||

| Scotts Turf Builder Weed & Feed | EdgeGuard DLX | 4-6 | Use test to prevent runoff. |

| Scotts Soil Builder | Drop Spreader | 3 | For precise application.

Tips for Achieving Optimal Results

Always perform calibration tests: Even with recommended settings, variations in1.
spreader condition, product consistency, and environmental factors can affect
coverage.
Apply in optimal weather conditions: Dry, calm days prevent drift and uneven2.
distribution.
Maintain your spreader: Keep parts clean and in good working order to ensure3.
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consistent application.
Overlap slightly: When covering large areas, slightly overlapping passes can help4.
prevent missed spots.
Follow recommended application rates: Over-application can damage your lawn, while5.
under-application reduces effectiveness.

Troubleshooting Common Spreader Setting Issues

Problem: Uneven coverage or streaks.

Solution:

Recalibrate your spreader.1.
Check for blockages or worn parts.2.
Ensure the spreader is on a flat surface during adjustment.3.

Problem: Product clumping or inconsistent flow.

Solution:

Clean the spreader thoroughly.1.
Avoid applying immediately after rain or on very damp soil.2.
Use the appropriate setting for the product's flow characteristics.3.

Problem: Over-application leading to lawn damage.

Solution:

Reduce the spreader setting.1.
Apply less product in subsequent treatments.2.
Water the lawn lightly after application to mitigate burn risk.3.

Conclusion

Mastering Scotts spreader settings is a vital step toward achieving a healthy, vibrant
lawn. The key lies in understanding your specific spreader model, consulting product-
specific recommendations, and performing precise calibration through test applications.
With patience and attention to detail, homeowners and professional landscapers alike
can ensure their lawn treatments are evenly distributed, cost-effective, and
environmentally responsible. Remember, a well-calibrated spreader is the foundation of
successful lawn care—making your yard the envy of the neighborhood.



Questions & Answers About scotts spreader settings

N
o

Question Answer

1 How do I determine the
correct Scotts spreader
setting for my fertilizer?

To find the right setting, refer to the fertilizer bag
label for recommended settings, then adjust your
Scotts spreader accordingly using the setting chart
provided or the manufacturer's instructions.

2 Can I use Scotts spreader
settings for different types of
lawn fertilizers?

While some settings are universal, it's best to check
each fertilizer's label for specific spreading
recommendations to ensure even application and
avoid over- or under-fertilizing.

3 How often should I calibrate
my Scotts spreader?

It's recommended to calibrate your Scotts spreader
at the start of each season and whenever you
change fertilizer types or bag brands to maintain
accurate application rates.

4 What is the best way to
calibrate my Scotts spreader
for accurate coverage?

Fill the spreader with a known quantity of fertilizer,
spread it over a measured area, then weigh the
remaining fertilizer to determine the amount
applied. Adjust the setting accordingly to match the
recommended application rate.

5 Are Scotts spreader settings
different for seed versus
fertilizer?

Yes, seed and fertilizer settings differ. Always use
the specific setting recommended for seed planting
or fertilizer application, as indicated on the Scotts
spreader guide or product label.

6 What should I do if my Scotts
spreader isn't spreading
evenly?

Check for clogged or damaged parts, ensure the
spreader is calibrated correctly, and clean or repair
it as needed. Also, verify you're using the correct
setting for your product.

7 Can I use Scotts spreader
settings to apply weed
control or other lawn
treatments?

It's best to follow the specific instructions on the
product label, as weed control and other
treatments may require different settings or
application methods than fertilizer spreading.

8 Where can I find the Scotts
spreader setting chart?

You can find the Scotts spreader setting chart on
the product packaging, in the user manual, or on
the Scotts website under the support or product
guidance section.

lawn spreader settings, fertilizer spreader settings, Scotts spreader calibration, lawn
care, fertilizer application, spreader adjustment, seed spreader settings, Scotts turf
builder, lawn maintenance, garden equipment
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